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Pb-Pb in each experiment



LHC Pb-Pb collisions



Pb Pb

Head-on collisions (5.5 TeV nuc-nuc)



1 PeV ‘fireballs’



Ultra-peripheral collision
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no ion break-up
low multiplicity



Ultra-peripheral collision
UPC J/ψ at central rapidity

Evgeny Kryshen 10

UPC central barrel trigger:
• 2 ≤ TOF hits ≤ 6 (|η| < 0.9)

+ back-to-back topology (150° ≤ ϕ ≤ 180°)
• ≥2 hits in SPD (|η| < 1.5)
• no hits in VZERO (C: -3.7 < η < -1.7, A: 2.8 < η < 5.1)

Integrated luminosity ~ 23 μb-1

electrons

muons

Eur. Phys. J. C73 (2013) 2617
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Heavy ion ‘photon collider’
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Worlds most powerful* flashlight
*GeV

RHICs ‘Gold Flashlight’-> LHCs ‘Lead Flashlight’



Heavy ion ‘photon collider’

Pb-Pb collisions are not optimized for 
typical beyond the SM searches

(low luminosity, lower per nucleon collision 
energy)

On our side: huge Z  enhancement 
                     extremely efficient bkg rejection 
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Enrico Fermi’s effective photons

Replace E and B fields 
with a flux of photons
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Some Classical EM (see Jackson)
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Equate energy fluxes
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Photon flux

Some Classical EM (see Jackson)
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Enrico Fermi’s effective photons

Weizsäcker—Williams method

photon flux with given energy E
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Look down the beam pipe
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Look down the beam pipe

L��(ŝ) =
1

ŝ
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STARlight public code…
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ŝ

Z
d2~b1 d

2~b2dE1dE2N(E1,~b1)N(E2,~b2)

⇥P (|~b1 �~b2|)�(ŝ� 4E1E2)

‘No-breakup’ probability

Obtain γ-γ Lumi 

Restrict |~b1,2| > R

S. R. Klein, J. Nystrand, J. Seger, Y. Gorbunov, and J. Butterworth 
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Asked 1989 by e.g. M. Drees, J. R. Ellis, and D. Zeppenfeld  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Can you do it for the Higgs?
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Can you do it for the Higgs?

���!H =
8⇡2

mH
�(H ! ��)L��(mH) ⇠ pb

Close but not quite!

pb⇥ 10 nb�1 = 0.01

Asked 1989 by e.g. M. Drees, J. R. Ellis, and D. Zeppenfeld  



Which ions are best?specific experiments may also apply their requirement to lower the luminosities
to satisfy the detector load [93].
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Fig. 6. Effective γγ luminosity at LHC (left) and RHIC (right) for different ion
species and protons as well as at the e+e− collider LEP-II. The LAA in the last two
cases of course corresponds to the pp or ee beam luminosity.

Two-photon luminosities for various ion species and protons as a function of
γγ mass are shown in Fig.6 (left) for LHC and (right) for RHIC. The γγ
luminosities are calculated by the Monte Carlo program TPHIC [54]. The
luminosities at the ion colliders are compared with the γγ luminosity at LEP-
II with a c.m. energy of 200-GeV and an e+e− luminosity of 5 · 1031 cm−2s−1

[94].

Although the heaviest ions generate the highest γγ luminosities due to their
large charge, the beam luminosities are lower for these ions. As a result, the
medium-weight ions (Argon at LHC, Copper at RHIC) are the most prominent
source of two-photon processes. RHIC can compete with LEP in two-photon
studies at low γγ masses while LHC will be the best machine to study two-
photon physics at all ranges of γγ masses.
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the very high end of the γγ spectrum. A calculation taking into account the
final state interaction has to our knowledge not been performed. But one can
obtain an estimate (or an upper bound) of the size of this effect by comparing
γγ luminosities with either an integration over all bi or restricted to bi > Ri

respectively. Of course for this one needs to use impact parameter dependent
equivalent photon spectra with an elastic form factor.

2.8 Effective γγ-Luminosities and Perspectives for RHIC and LHC

The effective γγ luminosity Leff in ion-ion collisions is defined in terms of the
the beam luminosity LAA as

dLeff

dM
= LAA

dLγγ

dM
, (55)

where the γγ luminosity Lγγ is given by Eq. (49). Luminosities of the heavy
ion beams are several orders lower compared to those of light ions and pro-
tons. One reason is the large cross sections of electromagnetic processes of
heavy ions, which either disintegrate the ions or change their charge state due
to electron capture. In [90] the influence of different beam-beam interaction
processes on the beam lifetime is considered for the LHC. The main processes,
which contribute to the beam-beam interactions, are hadronic nuclear interac-
tions, electromagnetic dissociation, where an ion is excited and subsequently
decays, and bound free electron-position pair production, see below. Thus, the
maximum ion luminosity is derived from the cross sections of the beam-beam
interaction. The luminosities for different ion species at the RHIC and the
LHC are given in [91] and [92], respectively. In Table 1 we quote the average

Projectile Z A
√

s, A GeV Luminosity, cm−2s−1

L p 1 1 14000 1.4 · 1031

H Ar 18 40 7000 5.2 · 1029

C Pb 82 208 5500 4.2 · 1026

R p 1 1 500 1.4 · 1031

H Cu 29 63 230 9.5 · 1027

I Au 79 197 200 2.0 · 1026

C

Table 1
Average luminosities at LHC and RHIC for pp, medium and heavy ion beams.

luminosities at RHIC and LHC for pp, medium and heavy ion collisions. The

27

G. Baur, K. Hencken, D. 
Trautmann, S. Sadovsky, and 
Y. Kharlov (1991)



Search for axion like particles

Sensitive to mass 
range M~GeV

e.g. pseudo Nambu-Goldstone boson from 
some spontaneously broken symmetry
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Figure 4. Left panel: Limits on a coupling to two hypercharge bosons. Right panel: Limits
on a coupling only to photons. The new LEP limits from 2 and 3 photon signatures are shaded
in green and enclosed by dashed and solid black lines, respectively. The future FCC-ee limit is
indicated by the red solid line. Our projected LHC sensitivity for 13 TeV and 100 fb�1 by the
blue line (only applicable to the coupling to hypercharge bosons). The rest of the figure is adapted
from [1, 3, 24–30].

particles have a definite energy given by the collider energy and for the measurements we

consider this was (nearly) mZ .

Aside from the di↵erence in production the analysis follows along similar lines as in

the previous subsection. To obtain the limits in this case we have simply rescaled the limits

with the appropriate lower ALP production cross section.

The resulting limits are shown in light green Fig. 4(b). Again the solid line indicates

the Z ! 3� measurement and the dashed one the Z ! 2� limit. As above we see that the

two photon measurement extends the reach to low masses. In the overlapping region our

limits are slightly weaker than those of [28] which also used data based on more integrated

luminosity at energies o↵ the Z-peak (since the production via photons is always o↵-shell

there is no special benefit in Z-peak data).

3 ALPs at LHC and Future Colliders

3.1 Future electron-positron machines

Let us first consider the sensitivity of future lepton colliders such as ILC [48, 49], CEPC [50],

and FCC-ee [51, 52]. For these the analysis that one can perform is exactly as in the

previous section and limits can be obtained for both the pure photon and the hyperacharge

coupling in Eq. (1.1).

Indeed with at FCC-ee running at the Z-peak we can hope for about 107 times as

many Z-bosons as were produced with LEP-I running at the Z-peak. Naively, we can scale

the improvement in the branching ratio as
p
NZ . We therefore expect that the branching

ratios could be improved by a factor 103�105. Accordingly the limits on the couplings are

– 6 –

Knapen, Lin, Lou, TM 16

Jaeckel, Spannowsky 15
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How to trigger?

Two photons with E > 2 GeV and no hadronic 
activity in one of the forward calorimeters

One photon E > 5 GeV and no hadronic 
activity in one of the forward calorimeters

Two new triggers prepared (CMS Ultra-Peripheral 
Collisions working group analysis, to appear)



UPC J/ψ at central rapidity

Evgeny Kryshen 10

UPC central barrel trigger:
• 2 ≤ TOF hits ≤ 6 (|η| < 0.9)

+ back-to-back topology (150° ≤ ϕ ≤ 180°)
• ≥2 hits in SPD (|η| < 1.5)
• no hits in VZERO (C: -3.7 < η < -1.7, A: 2.8 < η < 5.1)

Integrated luminosity ~ 23 μb-1

electrons

muons

Eur. Phys. J. C73 (2013) 2617

It’s like LEP!  
..but with LHC-grade detectors
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Backgrounds

CEP (Central exclusive 
production)

CMS 7 TeV, 36 pb-1

In p-p collisions: theory 
and expt. upper bound

L. A. Harland-Lang, V. A. Khoze, M. G. Ryskin, and W. J. Stirling (2010-)         
—SuperCHIC



Backgrounds

CEP (Central exclusive 
production)

Scale to Pb-Pb? 
Uncertain, but even A  
scaling it is small and 
largely reducible 0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0
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ALP signal
CEP background

50 MeV ~ 1 / RPb 
1 GeV ~ 1/ Rp

A   more reasonable?

2

1/3

L. A. Harland-Lang, V. A. Khoze, M. G. Ryskin, and W. J. Stirling (2010-)         
—SuperCHIC



Backgrounds
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(fake)

(fake)

Fakes

This process has a cross section 
around 0.1-1 millibarn

Assuming ~1% fake rate, this is in 
the 10-100 nb region

S. R. Klein, J. Nystrand, J. Seger, Y. Gorbunov, and J. Butterworth 

—STARlight
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Pb82+ + Pb82+ ! Pb81+ + Pb82+ + e+

Electron capture

Magnets bend this differently

~100 b (!) S. R. Klein, arXiv:0005032
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ION OPERATION AND BEAM LOSSES 
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Abstract 
The final luminosity reachable by the LHC during the ion 

runs may be limited by various factors peculiar to the 

multi-body composition of a single ion. 

This paper discusses one limiting factor produced by 

the electromagnetic interaction at the interaction point, 

the so-called Bound Free Pair Production (BFPP) process. 

LHC AS ION COLLIDER 

The LHC is not only a proton-proton collider but also a 

heavy-ion collider. In the first years, fully stripped lead 

ions Pb82+ will be accelerated up to 2.759 TeV per 

nucleon [1]. 

Table 1: LHC nominal ion parameter at Collision 

Beam parameters Collision 

Lead ion energy  0.574 PeV 

Lead ion energy/nucleon 2.759 TeV 

Ions/bunch 7 107 

Number of bunches 592 

Stored energy per beam 3.81 MJ 

Peak Luminosity at IP2 1 1027 cm-2s-1 

 

Table 1 summarizes the main parameters for the Pb-Pb 

collision at the nominal conditions. The LHC will operate 

in more relaxed conditions for the first year or two, during 

which time the issue described in the following will not 

limit the machine performance. 

ELECTROMAGNETIC INTERACTIONS 

AS LUMINOSITY LIMITING FACTOR 

Electromagnetic interactions at the interaction point (IP) 

can change the magnetic rigidity of ions in the circulating 

beam basically in two ways: by a change of charge (e.g., 

if an electron is captured by an ion) or a change of mass 

(e.g., by removing a nucleon, charged or not, from the 

nucleus). In both cases, the variation of rigidity can be 

considered as a variation of the relative momentum 

deviation, given by  

 

! !
1+ "A A

1+ "Q Q
#1  

where ΔA is the variation of the number of initial 

nucleons A and ΔQ is the variation of the number of 

initial charges Q. 

Various electromagnetic processes can cause a 

significant variation of the magnetic rigidity. However, 

the most critical reaction is expected to be the Bound Free 

Pair Production (BFPP) or Electron Capture from Pair 

Production (ECPP): a quasi-real photon converts into an 

electron-position pair and the electron is trapped in one of 

the atomic shells of an ion. This process changes the lead 

charge state by one unit, according to Pb82++ Pb82+ → 

Pb82+ + Pb81+ + e+. A number of papers [2,3,1,4] have 

already analysed this issue, showing that a large flux of  

Pb81+ ions forms a secondary beam, with a δ=0.012, which 

is transported together with the main beam from the IP to 

a location in the dispersion suppressor where it is lost.  

Particular stress was laid on the problem at the 2003 

Chamonix workshop following a sharp increase in the 

expected ion flux and likelihood of magnet quenching. 

The result of the tracking of the two beams is shown in 

Figure 1 showing that the Pb81+ beam hits the beam screen 

of a superconducting dipole (MB) of the dispersion 

suppressor. The flux of ions is quite large: about   

2.81 105 ions/sec are expected at the nominal luminosity 

and at collision energy.  Therefore a detailed simulation 

of the energy deposition in the magnet is needed to 

understand the possibility of quenching the irradiated 

magnet. 

Simulation details 

The simulation of the Pb81+ ion losses has been divided 

in two parts: first “wrong charge” ions are transported in 

the standard LHC optics at collision energy to determine 

the loss location and the ion spot size on the beam screen; 

then a Monte-Carlo is used to evaluate the energy 

deposition in the superconducting coils of the dipole. 

The wrong charge ion production at the IP is not 

simulated, in the sense that the flux of Pb81+ is computed 

directly from the production cross section of 281 barn for 

the collision energy, taken from [6], and multiplied by the 

LHC nominal luminosity of 1027cm-2sec-1. The ion 

production angle, at such high energies, is peaked in the 

Figure 1 Beam envelope of the Pb82+ and Pb81+ beams. 

The Pb81+ beam impinges on the beam screen of a dipole 

in   the dispersion suppressor. 
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suppressor. The flux of ions is quite large: about   
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Magnet quenching with 
too much luminosity
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This paper discusses one limiting factor produced by 

the electromagnetic interaction at the interaction point, 

the so-called Bound Free Pair Production (BFPP) process. 

LHC AS ION COLLIDER 

The LHC is not only a proton-proton collider but also a 

heavy-ion collider. In the first years, fully stripped lead 

ions Pb82+ will be accelerated up to 2.759 TeV per 

nucleon [1]. 

Table 1: LHC nominal ion parameter at Collision 

Beam parameters Collision 

Lead ion energy  0.574 PeV 

Lead ion energy/nucleon 2.759 TeV 

Ions/bunch 7 107 

Number of bunches 592 

Stored energy per beam 3.81 MJ 

Peak Luminosity at IP2 1 1027 cm-2s-1 

 

Table 1 summarizes the main parameters for the Pb-Pb 

collision at the nominal conditions. The LHC will operate 

in more relaxed conditions for the first year or two, during 

which time the issue described in the following will not 

limit the machine performance. 

ELECTROMAGNETIC INTERACTIONS 

AS LUMINOSITY LIMITING FACTOR 

Electromagnetic interactions at the interaction point (IP) 

can change the magnetic rigidity of ions in the circulating 

beam basically in two ways: by a change of charge (e.g., 

if an electron is captured by an ion) or a change of mass 

(e.g., by removing a nucleon, charged or not, from the 

nucleus). In both cases, the variation of rigidity can be 

considered as a variation of the relative momentum 

deviation, given by  

 

! !
1+ "A A

1+ "Q Q
#1  

where ΔA is the variation of the number of initial 

nucleons A and ΔQ is the variation of the number of 

initial charges Q. 

Various electromagnetic processes can cause a 

significant variation of the magnetic rigidity. However, 

the most critical reaction is expected to be the Bound Free 

Pair Production (BFPP) or Electron Capture from Pair 

Production (ECPP): a quasi-real photon converts into an 

electron-position pair and the electron is trapped in one of 

the atomic shells of an ion. This process changes the lead 

charge state by one unit, according to Pb82++ Pb82+ → 

Pb82+ + Pb81+ + e+. A number of papers [2,3,1,4] have 

already analysed this issue, showing that a large flux of  

Pb81+ ions forms a secondary beam, with a δ=0.012, which 

is transported together with the main beam from the IP to 

a location in the dispersion suppressor where it is lost.  

Particular stress was laid on the problem at the 2003 

Chamonix workshop following a sharp increase in the 

expected ion flux and likelihood of magnet quenching. 

The result of the tracking of the two beams is shown in 

Figure 1 showing that the Pb81+ beam hits the beam screen 

of a superconducting dipole (MB) of the dispersion 

suppressor. The flux of ions is quite large: about   

2.81 105 ions/sec are expected at the nominal luminosity 

and at collision energy.  Therefore a detailed simulation 

of the energy deposition in the magnet is needed to 

understand the possibility of quenching the irradiated 

magnet. 

Simulation details 

The simulation of the Pb81+ ion losses has been divided 

in two parts: first “wrong charge” ions are transported in 

the standard LHC optics at collision energy to determine 

the loss location and the ion spot size on the beam screen; 

then a Monte-Carlo is used to evaluate the energy 

deposition in the superconducting coils of the dipole. 

The wrong charge ion production at the IP is not 

simulated, in the sense that the flux of Pb81+ is computed 

directly from the production cross section of 281 barn for 

the collision energy, taken from [6], and multiplied by the 

LHC nominal luminosity of 1027cm-2sec-1. The ion 

production angle, at such high energies, is peaked in the 

Figure 1 Beam envelope of the Pb82+ and Pb81+ beams. 

The Pb81+ beam impinges on the beam screen of a dipole 

in   the dispersion suppressor. 
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the very high end of the γγ spectrum. A calculation taking into account the
final state interaction has to our knowledge not been performed. But one can
obtain an estimate (or an upper bound) of the size of this effect by comparing
γγ luminosities with either an integration over all bi or restricted to bi > Ri

respectively. Of course for this one needs to use impact parameter dependent
equivalent photon spectra with an elastic form factor.

2.8 Effective γγ-Luminosities and Perspectives for RHIC and LHC

The effective γγ luminosity Leff in ion-ion collisions is defined in terms of the
the beam luminosity LAA as

dLeff

dM
= LAA

dLγγ

dM
, (55)

where the γγ luminosity Lγγ is given by Eq. (49). Luminosities of the heavy
ion beams are several orders lower compared to those of light ions and pro-
tons. One reason is the large cross sections of electromagnetic processes of
heavy ions, which either disintegrate the ions or change their charge state due
to electron capture. In [90] the influence of different beam-beam interaction
processes on the beam lifetime is considered for the LHC. The main processes,
which contribute to the beam-beam interactions, are hadronic nuclear interac-
tions, electromagnetic dissociation, where an ion is excited and subsequently
decays, and bound free electron-position pair production, see below. Thus, the
maximum ion luminosity is derived from the cross sections of the beam-beam
interaction. The luminosities for different ion species at the RHIC and the
LHC are given in [91] and [92], respectively. In Table 1 we quote the average

Projectile Z A
√

s, A GeV Luminosity, cm−2s−1

L p 1 1 14000 1.4 · 1031

H Ar 18 40 7000 5.2 · 1029

C Pb 82 208 5500 4.2 · 1026

R p 1 1 500 1.4 · 1031

H Cu 29 63 230 9.5 · 1027

I Au 79 197 200 2.0 · 1026

C

Table 1
Average luminosities at LHC and RHIC for pp, medium and heavy ion beams.

luminosities at RHIC and LHC for pp, medium and heavy ion collisions. The
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ATLAS NOTE
ATLAS-CONF-2016-111

26th September 2016

Light-by-light scattering in ultra-peripheral Pb+Pb collisions atp
sNN =5.02 TeV with the ATLAS detector at the LHC

The ATLAS Collaboration

Abstract

This note reports evidence for light-by-light scattering, using 480 µb�1 of Pb+Pb collision
data at psNN =5.02 TeV recorded by the ATLAS experiment at the LHC. After background
subtraction and analysis corrections, the cross section of �� ! �� process for photon trans-
verse momentum, ET > 3 GeV, photon pseudorapidity, |⌘ | < 2.4, diphoton invariant mass
greater than 6 GeV, diphoton transverse momentum lower than 2 GeV and diphoton aco-
planarity below 0.01, has been measured to be 70 ± 20 (stat.) ± 17 (syst.) nb, which is in
agreement with the SM prediction of 49 ± 10 nb.

© 2016 CERN for the benefit of the ATLAS Collaboration.
Reproduction of this article or parts of it is allowed as specified in the CC-BY-4.0 license.
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FIG. 2. The dominant backgrounds to the ALP signal come
from light-by-light scattering in ultra-peripheral Pb-Pb colli-
sions, and e+e� pair production where both electrons fake a
photon.

Backgrounds: There are two types of backgrounds
important for the ALP search: irreducible SM photon
production and experimental backgrounds which fake di-
photon production. The irreducible background consists
of exclusive photon production mechanisms which give
rise to an approximately smoothly falling distribution in
m

��

. The second background comes from photon fakes
due to electrons.

Due to the Z

4 enhancement of the photon flux, the ir-
reducible dominant background comes from light-by-light
scattering (LBL), which is yet to be observed in heavy-ion
collisions [23, 26, 27]. This process is shown on the left-
hand side of Fig. 2. We have computed the rate for LBL
in the equivalent photon approximation using the one-
loop matrix element for massless fermions [28] and find
reasonably good agreement with the more detailed calcu-
lations in [26, 27]. Such a background is irreducible but
follows a continuum (except for small e↵ects at around
the bb̄ threshold), as can be seen in Fig. 3.

Another continuum background where the ions remain
intact arises from exclusive hadronic processes, such as
Pomeron-Pomeron fusion. (Pomeron-� fusion to �� is
forbidden by charge conjugation.) For p-p collisions,
this process has been calculated [29–31] and constrained
experimentally at 7 TeV p-p collisions with CMS [22].
To the best of our knowledge, no prediction is currently
available for the analogous process in heavy-ion collisions.
However, one can attempt to estimate such a contribu-
tion in Pb-Pb collisions by rescaling the p-p prediction
with ⇠ A

1/3. Here the reasoning is that due to the short-
range nature of Pomeron exchanges, only the outermost
nucleons contribute to the interaction (see e.g. [3]). This
background is then negligible compared to light-by-light
scattering. (Detailed estimates have been performed for
Higgs [32] and meson production [33] in Pb-Pb collisions;
in both cases, Pomeron-initiated contributions are negli-
gible compared to the analogous �-initiated process.)

A second hadronic background comes from exclusive
production of mesons with substantial branching frac-
tions to photons. We consider exclusive ⇡

0

⇡

0 production
as an example process in this category. Using the to-
tal rate computed in [34], we find the fiducial rate after
our cuts to be less than 1 nb. In this estimate we also as-
sumed that two photons for which �R < 0.1 are resolved
as a single photon. Backgrounds from radiative decays
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FIG. 3. Di↵erential cross section for signal and background.
Shown from bottom to top are the stacked background distri-
butions for bremsstrahlung photons from electrons (purple),
fake photons from electrons (blue) and light-by-light scatter-
ing (LBL) (green). The red (orange) line shows an injected
signal with a 5 nb production cross section and at ma = 15
GeV (40 GeV) with a 0.5 GeV energy resolution.

of the ⌥ were found to be even smaller.

An important reducible background could come from
e

+

e

� pair production [35], where both the electron and
positron are misidentified as photons. The leading order,
fiducial cross section for this process (right-hand panel
in Fig. 2) is as large as 320 µb, as computed with the
STARlight package. This large e

+

e

� rate implies that
it is essential to keep the mis-tag rate su�ciently low.
With an estimated 1% mis-tag rate for each electron this
process provides a small but non-negligible background,
as shown in Fig. 3.

There could also be a significant number of hard
bremsstrahlung photons emitted from the leptons in ex-
clusive e

+

e

� production [39] (bremsstrahlung photons
from the ions themselves only have p

T

. 1/R

A

⇠ 60
MeV). Events where the e

+

e

� tracks are lost or where
both leptons go down the beampipe can then contribute
to the background for the �� search. To estimate this
contribution, we compute the di↵erential cross section for
�� ! e

+

e

�
�� for fixed

p
ŝ with MadGraph [40] and subse-

quently reweight the cross section with the Pb-Pb photon
luminosity function, as discussed in Section II. We hereby
require both e

+

e

� to have high rapidity |⌘| > 2.5, while
the photons are required to pass the cuts specified above.
Even though the total rate for this process is rather high,
we find the fiducial rate to be small, as shown in Fig. 3.

The relevant exclusive backgrounds and some exam-
ple signals are all shown in Fig. 3. With an integrated
luminosity of 1 nb�1 and for m

��

& 15 GeV, we find
the expected background to be smaller than 1 event/0.5
GeV.

�

�

Pb

Pb

�

�

a

Further cuts: |⌘� | < 2.5 |��� ⇡| < 0.04
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for a Pb-Pb luminosity of 1 nb�1 and 10 nb�1, respectively). Shown for comparison is the limit from 36 pb�1 of exclusive p-p
collisions [22] (red dot-dash). New and updated exclusion limits from LEPII (OPAL 2�, 3�) [24] and from the LHC (ATLAS 2�,
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IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The ALP parameter space is already substantially con-
strained by cosmological and astrophysical observations,
as well as by a broad range of intensity frontier experi-
ments (see e.g. [41] for a review). In the regime of interest
for UPCs (1 GeV . m

a

. 100 GeV), the existing con-
straints however come from LEP and LHC [38, 42, 43].

In Fig. 4 we show the expected sensitivity from UPCs,
both for the current (1 nb�1) and the high luminosity
(10 nb�1) Pb-Pb runs.1 For each mass point we com-
puted the expected Poisson limit [44] assuming the entire
signal falls into a bin equal to twice the mass resolution.
We also show the analogous limit from the p-p analysis
performed by CMS [22], although we find it is not com-
petitive with other LHC limits. For the BB̃ operator, the
expected limits from heavy-ion collisions are competitive
with the other collider limits, whereas for the FF̃ oper-
ator they are significantly stronger.

The existing exclusion limits come from beam dumps
[45, 46], LEPII [24] and the (p-p) LHC [36, 37]. For the
LHC three photon search, we recast the published limits
on the Higgs decay h ! aa ! 4� in [37] by rescaling the
acceptances for the cuts from the Higgs model to the case
of associated production of the ALP with a photon. (This

1

Even though the integrated luminosity is higher, the expected

limits from the p-Pb runs are not competitive due to a less favor-

able Z2

scaling of the rate. Collisions of lighter ions, e.g. Ar-Ar,

could be competitive if the integrated luminosity is increased by

two to three orders of magnitude compared to Pb-Pb.

is possible since Ref. [37] only requires three rather than
four photons.) There should also exist an LHC limit for
m

a

& 60 GeV, but with the available public information
we were not able to reliably extract it (see e.g. [38, 42, 43]
for projected limits). For the BB̃ operator we also show
the limit from Z

0 ! a� [37], which we cut o↵ at m

a

⇡ 70
GeV due to the p

�

T

> 17 GeV cut in [37].

For the mass region 50MeV–8 GeV, we derive a new
exclusion limit on the aF F̃ operator from associated pro-
duction, e

+

e

� ! �a ! 3�, by utilizing data from the
OPAL inclusive 2� search [24]. For such ALP masses
the decay photons are collimated but no explicit photon
isolation is required in [24]. This improves on previous
limits from associated production [38], which were de-
rived using LEPI data.

Below m

a

. 5 GeV the signal in Fig. 1 falls below the
trigger thresholds, and it is an interesting puzzle as to
how the reach can be extended to this regime. To fur-
ther probe this region with Pb-Pb collisions, we consid-
ered: i) an o↵-shell a would provide a new contribution
to light-by-light scattering; ii) associated production, for
example with electrons �� ! a e

+

e

�; and, iii) ALP pair-
production �� ! aa. Unfortunately, these signal cross
sections do not provide enough sensitivity compared to
existing constraints: for ⇤ = 1 TeV we find 0.004 nb,
0.2 nb and 0.01 nb, respectively.

In summary, we have found that heavy-ion collisions
at the LHC can provide the best limits on ALP-photon
couplings for 5GeV < m

a

< 100 GeV. The very large
photon flux and extremely clean event environment in
heavy-ion UPCs provides a rather unique opportunity to
search for BSM physics.
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ered: i) an o↵-shell a would provide a new contribution
to light-by-light scattering; ii) associated production, for
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production �� ! aa. Unfortunately, these signal cross
sections do not provide enough sensitivity compared to
existing constraints: for ⇤ = 1 TeV we find 0.004 nb,
0.2 nb and 0.01 nb, respectively.

In summary, we have found that heavy-ion collisions
at the LHC can provide the best limits on ALP-photon
couplings for 5GeV < m
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< 100 GeV. The very large
photon flux and extremely clean event environment in
heavy-ion UPCs provides a rather unique opportunity to
search for BSM physics.
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signal falls into a bin equal to twice the mass resolution.
We also show the analogous limit from the p-p analysis
performed by CMS [22], although we find it is not com-
petitive with other LHC limits. For the BB̃ operator, the
expected limits from heavy-ion collisions are competitive
with the other collider limits, whereas for the FF̃ oper-
ator they are significantly stronger.

The existing exclusion limits come from beam dumps
[45, 46], LEPII [24] and the (p-p) LHC [36, 37]. For the
LHC three photon search, we recast the published limits
on the Higgs decay h ! aa ! 4� in [37] by rescaling the
acceptances for the cuts from the Higgs model to the case
of associated production of the ALP with a photon. (This
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is possible since Ref. [37] only requires three rather than
four photons.) There should also exist an LHC limit for
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& 60 GeV, but with the available public information
we were not able to reliably extract it (see e.g. [38, 42, 43]
for projected limits). For the BB̃ operator we also show
the limit from Z

0 ! a� [37], which we cut o↵ at m

a

⇡ 70
GeV due to the p
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T

> 17 GeV cut in [37].

For the mass region 50MeV–8 GeV, we derive a new
exclusion limit on the aF F̃ operator from associated pro-
duction, e

+

e

� ! �a ! 3�, by utilizing data from the
OPAL inclusive 2� search [24]. For such ALP masses
the decay photons are collimated but no explicit photon
isolation is required in [24]. This improves on previous
limits from associated production [38], which were de-
rived using LEPI data.

Below m

a

. 5 GeV the signal in Fig. 1 falls below the
trigger thresholds, and it is an interesting puzzle as to
how the reach can be extended to this regime. To fur-
ther probe this region with Pb-Pb collisions, we consid-
ered: i) an o↵-shell a would provide a new contribution
to light-by-light scattering; ii) associated production, for
example with electrons �� ! a e

+

e

�; and, iii) ALP pair-
production �� ! aa. Unfortunately, these signal cross
sections do not provide enough sensitivity compared to
existing constraints: for ⇤ = 1 TeV we find 0.004 nb,
0.2 nb and 0.01 nb, respectively.

In summary, we have found that heavy-ion collisions
at the LHC can provide the best limits on ALP-photon
couplings for 5GeV < m

a

< 100 GeV. The very large
photon flux and extremely clean event environment in
heavy-ion UPCs provides a rather unique opportunity to
search for BSM physics.
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as well as by a broad range of intensity frontier experi-
ments (see e.g. [41] for a review). In the regime of interest
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. 100 GeV), the existing con-
straints however come from LEP and LHC [38, 42, 43].

In Fig. 4 we show the expected sensitivity from UPCs,
both for the current (1 nb�1) and the high luminosity
(10 nb�1) Pb-Pb runs.1 For each mass point we com-
puted the expected Poisson limit [44] assuming the entire
signal falls into a bin equal to twice the mass resolution.
We also show the analogous limit from the p-p analysis
performed by CMS [22], although we find it is not com-
petitive with other LHC limits. For the BB̃ operator, the
expected limits from heavy-ion collisions are competitive
with the other collider limits, whereas for the FF̃ oper-
ator they are significantly stronger.

The existing exclusion limits come from beam dumps
[45, 46], LEPII [24] and the (p-p) LHC [36, 37]. For the
LHC three photon search, we recast the published limits
on the Higgs decay h ! aa ! 4� in [37] by rescaling the
acceptances for the cuts from the Higgs model to the case
of associated production of the ALP with a photon. (This
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is possible since Ref. [37] only requires three rather than
four photons.) There should also exist an LHC limit for
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& 60 GeV, but with the available public information
we were not able to reliably extract it (see e.g. [38, 42, 43]
for projected limits). For the BB̃ operator we also show
the limit from Z

0 ! a� [37], which we cut o↵ at m
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⇡ 70
GeV due to the p
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> 17 GeV cut in [37].

For the mass region 50MeV–8 GeV, we derive a new
exclusion limit on the aF F̃ operator from associated pro-
duction, e

+

e

� ! �a ! 3�, by utilizing data from the
OPAL inclusive 2� search [24]. For such ALP masses
the decay photons are collimated but no explicit photon
isolation is required in [24]. This improves on previous
limits from associated production [38], which were de-
rived using LEPI data.

Below m

a

. 5 GeV the signal in Fig. 1 falls below the
trigger thresholds, and it is an interesting puzzle as to
how the reach can be extended to this regime. To fur-
ther probe this region with Pb-Pb collisions, we consid-
ered: i) an o↵-shell a would provide a new contribution
to light-by-light scattering; ii) associated production, for
example with electrons �� ! a e

+
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�; and, iii) ALP pair-
production �� ! aa. Unfortunately, these signal cross
sections do not provide enough sensitivity compared to
existing constraints: for ⇤ = 1 TeV we find 0.004 nb,
0.2 nb and 0.01 nb, respectively.

In summary, we have found that heavy-ion collisions
at the LHC can provide the best limits on ALP-photon
couplings for 5GeV < m
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< 100 GeV. The very large
photon flux and extremely clean event environment in
heavy-ion UPCs provides a rather unique opportunity to
search for BSM physics.
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puted the expected Poisson limit [44] assuming the entire
signal falls into a bin equal to twice the mass resolution.
We also show the analogous limit from the p-p analysis
performed by CMS [22], although we find it is not com-
petitive with other LHC limits. For the BB̃ operator, the
expected limits from heavy-ion collisions are competitive
with the other collider limits, whereas for the FF̃ oper-
ator they are significantly stronger.
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duction, e
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� ! �a ! 3�, by utilizing data from the
OPAL inclusive 2� search [24]. For such ALP masses
the decay photons are collimated but no explicit photon
isolation is required in [24]. This improves on previous
limits from associated production [38], which were de-
rived using LEPI data.

Below m
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. 5 GeV the signal in Fig. 1 falls below the
trigger thresholds, and it is an interesting puzzle as to
how the reach can be extended to this regime. To fur-
ther probe this region with Pb-Pb collisions, we consid-
ered: i) an o↵-shell a would provide a new contribution
to light-by-light scattering; ii) associated production, for
example with electrons �� ! a e

+
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�; and, iii) ALP pair-
production �� ! aa. Unfortunately, these signal cross
sections do not provide enough sensitivity compared to
existing constraints: for ⇤ = 1 TeV we find 0.004 nb,
0.2 nb and 0.01 nb, respectively.

In summary, we have found that heavy-ion collisions
at the LHC can provide the best limits on ALP-photon
couplings for 5GeV < m
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< 100 GeV. The very large
photon flux and extremely clean event environment in
heavy-ion UPCs provides a rather unique opportunity to
search for BSM physics.

e+

e�



4

36 pb�1

ATLAS, 3�

1 nb
�1

10 nb
�1

OPAL, 3�

5 20 40 60 80 100
ma (GeV)

10�5

10�4

10�3
1/

�
(G

eV
�

1 )
ATLAS, 2�

B
eam

D
u
m

p

OPAL, 2�

aF eF coupling

10
0

10
�1

10
�2

��!��log linear

p-p
p

s = 7 TeV

Pb-Pb
p

s
NN

= 5.5 TeV

FIG. 4. Left: Expected sensitivity to the operator 1

4

1

⇤

aF F̃ in heavy-ion UPCs at the LHC (green solid and dashed curves,
for a Pb-Pb luminosity of 1 nb�1 and 10 nb�1, respectively). Shown for comparison is the limit from 36 pb�1 of exclusive p-p
collisions [22] (red dot-dash). New and updated exclusion limits from LEPII (OPAL 2�, 3�) [24] and from the LHC (ATLAS 2�,
3�) [36, 37] are indicated by the various shaded regions (see text). Right : The analogous results for the operator 1

4 cos

2 ✓W

1

⇤

aBB̃.

The LEPI, 2� (teal shaded) region is taken from [38].

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The ALP parameter space is already substantially con-
strained by cosmological and astrophysical observations,
as well as by a broad range of intensity frontier experi-
ments (see e.g. [41] for a review). In the regime of interest
for UPCs (1 GeV . m

a

. 100 GeV), the existing con-
straints however come from LEP and LHC [38, 42, 43].

In Fig. 4 we show the expected sensitivity from UPCs,
both for the current (1 nb�1) and the high luminosity
(10 nb�1) Pb-Pb runs.1 For each mass point we com-
puted the expected Poisson limit [44] assuming the entire
signal falls into a bin equal to twice the mass resolution.
We also show the analogous limit from the p-p analysis
performed by CMS [22], although we find it is not com-
petitive with other LHC limits. For the BB̃ operator, the
expected limits from heavy-ion collisions are competitive
with the other collider limits, whereas for the FF̃ oper-
ator they are significantly stronger.

The existing exclusion limits come from beam dumps
[45, 46], LEPII [24] and the (p-p) LHC [36, 37]. For the
LHC three photon search, we recast the published limits
on the Higgs decay h ! aa ! 4� in [37] by rescaling the
acceptances for the cuts from the Higgs model to the case
of associated production of the ALP with a photon. (This
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scaling of the rate. Collisions of lighter ions, e.g. Ar-Ar,

could be competitive if the integrated luminosity is increased by

two to three orders of magnitude compared to Pb-Pb.

is possible since Ref. [37] only requires three rather than
four photons.) There should also exist an LHC limit for
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& 60 GeV, but with the available public information
we were not able to reliably extract it (see e.g. [38, 42, 43]
for projected limits). For the BB̃ operator we also show
the limit from Z

0 ! a� [37], which we cut o↵ at m
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⇡ 70
GeV due to the p
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> 17 GeV cut in [37].

For the mass region 50MeV–8 GeV, we derive a new
exclusion limit on the aF F̃ operator from associated pro-
duction, e

+

e

� ! �a ! 3�, by utilizing data from the
OPAL inclusive 2� search [24]. For such ALP masses
the decay photons are collimated but no explicit photon
isolation is required in [24]. This improves on previous
limits from associated production [38], which were de-
rived using LEPI data.

Below m

a

. 5 GeV the signal in Fig. 1 falls below the
trigger thresholds, and it is an interesting puzzle as to
how the reach can be extended to this regime. To fur-
ther probe this region with Pb-Pb collisions, we consid-
ered: i) an o↵-shell a would provide a new contribution
to light-by-light scattering; ii) associated production, for
example with electrons �� ! a e

+

e

�; and, iii) ALP pair-
production �� ! aa. Unfortunately, these signal cross
sections do not provide enough sensitivity compared to
existing constraints: for ⇤ = 1 TeV we find 0.004 nb,
0.2 nb and 0.01 nb, respectively.

In summary, we have found that heavy-ion collisions
at the LHC can provide the best limits on ALP-photon
couplings for 5GeV < m
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< 100 GeV. The very large
photon flux and extremely clean event environment in
heavy-ion UPCs provides a rather unique opportunity to
search for BSM physics.
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IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The ALP parameter space is already substantially con-
strained by cosmological and astrophysical observations,
as well as by a broad range of intensity frontier experi-
ments (see e.g. [41] for a review). In the regime of interest
for UPCs (1 GeV . m
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. 100 GeV), the existing con-
straints however come from LEP and LHC [38, 42, 43].

In Fig. 4 we show the expected sensitivity from UPCs,
both for the current (1 nb�1) and the high luminosity
(10 nb�1) Pb-Pb runs.1 For each mass point we com-
puted the expected Poisson limit [44] assuming the entire
signal falls into a bin equal to twice the mass resolution.
We also show the analogous limit from the p-p analysis
performed by CMS [22], although we find it is not com-
petitive with other LHC limits. For the BB̃ operator, the
expected limits from heavy-ion collisions are competitive
with the other collider limits, whereas for the FF̃ oper-
ator they are significantly stronger.

The existing exclusion limits come from beam dumps
[45, 46], LEPII [24] and the (p-p) LHC [36, 37]. For the
LHC three photon search, we recast the published limits
on the Higgs decay h ! aa ! 4� in [37] by rescaling the
acceptances for the cuts from the Higgs model to the case
of associated production of the ALP with a photon. (This
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could be competitive if the integrated luminosity is increased by

two to three orders of magnitude compared to Pb-Pb.

is possible since Ref. [37] only requires three rather than
four photons.) There should also exist an LHC limit for
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& 60 GeV, but with the available public information
we were not able to reliably extract it (see e.g. [38, 42, 43]
for projected limits). For the BB̃ operator we also show
the limit from Z

0 ! a� [37], which we cut o↵ at m
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⇡ 70
GeV due to the p

�

T

> 17 GeV cut in [37].

For the mass region 50MeV–8 GeV, we derive a new
exclusion limit on the aF F̃ operator from associated pro-
duction, e

+

e

� ! �a ! 3�, by utilizing data from the
OPAL inclusive 2� search [24]. For such ALP masses
the decay photons are collimated but no explicit photon
isolation is required in [24]. This improves on previous
limits from associated production [38], which were de-
rived using LEPI data.

Below m

a

. 5 GeV the signal in Fig. 1 falls below the
trigger thresholds, and it is an interesting puzzle as to
how the reach can be extended to this regime. To fur-
ther probe this region with Pb-Pb collisions, we consid-
ered: i) an o↵-shell a would provide a new contribution
to light-by-light scattering; ii) associated production, for
example with electrons �� ! a e

+
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�; and, iii) ALP pair-
production �� ! aa. Unfortunately, these signal cross
sections do not provide enough sensitivity compared to
existing constraints: for ⇤ = 1 TeV we find 0.004 nb,
0.2 nb and 0.01 nb, respectively.

In summary, we have found that heavy-ion collisions
at the LHC can provide the best limits on ALP-photon
couplings for 5GeV < m

a

< 100 GeV. The very large
photon flux and extremely clean event environment in
heavy-ion UPCs provides a rather unique opportunity to
search for BSM physics.
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IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The ALP parameter space is already substantially con-
strained by cosmological and astrophysical observations,
as well as by a broad range of intensity frontier experi-
ments (see e.g. [41] for a review). In the regime of interest
for UPCs (1 GeV . m

a

. 100 GeV), the existing con-
straints however come from LEP and LHC [38, 42, 43].

In Fig. 4 we show the expected sensitivity from UPCs,
both for the current (1 nb�1) and the high luminosity
(10 nb�1) Pb-Pb runs.1 For each mass point we com-
puted the expected Poisson limit [44] assuming the entire
signal falls into a bin equal to twice the mass resolution.
We also show the analogous limit from the p-p analysis
performed by CMS [22], although we find it is not com-
petitive with other LHC limits. For the BB̃ operator, the
expected limits from heavy-ion collisions are competitive
with the other collider limits, whereas for the FF̃ oper-
ator they are significantly stronger.

The existing exclusion limits come from beam dumps
[45, 46], LEPII [24] and the (p-p) LHC [36, 37]. For the
LHC three photon search, we recast the published limits
on the Higgs decay h ! aa ! 4� in [37] by rescaling the
acceptances for the cuts from the Higgs model to the case
of associated production of the ALP with a photon. (This
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scaling of the rate. Collisions of lighter ions, e.g. Ar-Ar,

could be competitive if the integrated luminosity is increased by

two to three orders of magnitude compared to Pb-Pb.

is possible since Ref. [37] only requires three rather than
four photons.) There should also exist an LHC limit for
m

a

& 60 GeV, but with the available public information
we were not able to reliably extract it (see e.g. [38, 42, 43]
for projected limits). For the BB̃ operator we also show
the limit from Z

0 ! a� [37], which we cut o↵ at m

a

⇡ 70
GeV due to the p
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T

> 17 GeV cut in [37].

For the mass region 50MeV–8 GeV, we derive a new
exclusion limit on the aF F̃ operator from associated pro-
duction, e

+

e

� ! �a ! 3�, by utilizing data from the
OPAL inclusive 2� search [24]. For such ALP masses
the decay photons are collimated but no explicit photon
isolation is required in [24]. This improves on previous
limits from associated production [38], which were de-
rived using LEPI data.

Below m

a

. 5 GeV the signal in Fig. 1 falls below the
trigger thresholds, and it is an interesting puzzle as to
how the reach can be extended to this regime. To fur-
ther probe this region with Pb-Pb collisions, we consid-
ered: i) an o↵-shell a would provide a new contribution
to light-by-light scattering; ii) associated production, for
example with electrons �� ! a e

+

e

�; and, iii) ALP pair-
production �� ! aa. Unfortunately, these signal cross
sections do not provide enough sensitivity compared to
existing constraints: for ⇤ = 1 TeV we find 0.004 nb,
0.2 nb and 0.01 nb, respectively.

In summary, we have found that heavy-ion collisions
at the LHC can provide the best limits on ALP-photon
couplings for 5GeV < m

a

< 100 GeV. The very large
photon flux and extremely clean event environment in
heavy-ion UPCs provides a rather unique opportunity to
search for BSM physics.
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as well as by a broad range of intensity frontier experi-
ments (see e.g. [41] for a review). In the regime of interest
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. 100 GeV), the existing con-
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In Fig. 4 we show the expected sensitivity from UPCs,
both for the current (1 nb�1) and the high luminosity
(10 nb�1) Pb-Pb runs.1 For each mass point we com-
puted the expected Poisson limit [44] assuming the entire
signal falls into a bin equal to twice the mass resolution.
We also show the analogous limit from the p-p analysis
performed by CMS [22], although we find it is not com-
petitive with other LHC limits. For the BB̃ operator, the
expected limits from heavy-ion collisions are competitive
with the other collider limits, whereas for the FF̃ oper-
ator they are significantly stronger.

The existing exclusion limits come from beam dumps
[45, 46], LEPII [24] and the (p-p) LHC [36, 37]. For the
LHC three photon search, we recast the published limits
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is possible since Ref. [37] only requires three rather than
four photons.) There should also exist an LHC limit for
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& 60 GeV, but with the available public information
we were not able to reliably extract it (see e.g. [38, 42, 43]
for projected limits). For the BB̃ operator we also show
the limit from Z

0 ! a� [37], which we cut o↵ at m

a

⇡ 70
GeV due to the p

�

T

> 17 GeV cut in [37].

For the mass region 50MeV–8 GeV, we derive a new
exclusion limit on the aF F̃ operator from associated pro-
duction, e

+

e

� ! �a ! 3�, by utilizing data from the
OPAL inclusive 2� search [24]. For such ALP masses
the decay photons are collimated but no explicit photon
isolation is required in [24]. This improves on previous
limits from associated production [38], which were de-
rived using LEPI data.

Below m

a

. 5 GeV the signal in Fig. 1 falls below the
trigger thresholds, and it is an interesting puzzle as to
how the reach can be extended to this regime. To fur-
ther probe this region with Pb-Pb collisions, we consid-
ered: i) an o↵-shell a would provide a new contribution
to light-by-light scattering; ii) associated production, for
example with electrons �� ! a e

+

e

�; and, iii) ALP pair-
production �� ! aa. Unfortunately, these signal cross
sections do not provide enough sensitivity compared to
existing constraints: for ⇤ = 1 TeV we find 0.004 nb,
0.2 nb and 0.01 nb, respectively.

In summary, we have found that heavy-ion collisions
at the LHC can provide the best limits on ALP-photon
couplings for 5GeV < m

a

< 100 GeV. The very large
photon flux and extremely clean event environment in
heavy-ion UPCs provides a rather unique opportunity to
search for BSM physics.
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FIG. 4. Left: Expected sensitivity to the operator 1

4

1

⇤

aF F̃ in heavy-ion UPCs at the LHC (green solid and dashed curves,
for a Pb-Pb luminosity of 1 nb�1 and 10 nb�1, respectively). Shown for comparison is the limit from 36 pb�1 of exclusive p-p
collisions [22] (red dot-dash). New and updated exclusion limits from LEPII (OPAL 2�, 3�) [24] and from the LHC (ATLAS 2�,
3�) [36, 37] are indicated by the various shaded regions (see text). Right : The analogous results for the operator 1

4 cos
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⇤

aBB̃.

The LEPI, 2� (teal shaded) region is taken from [38].

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The ALP parameter space is already substantially con-
strained by cosmological and astrophysical observations,
as well as by a broad range of intensity frontier experi-
ments (see e.g. [41] for a review). In the regime of interest
for UPCs (1 GeV . m

a

. 100 GeV), the existing con-
straints however come from LEP and LHC [38, 42, 43].

In Fig. 4 we show the expected sensitivity from UPCs,
both for the current (1 nb�1) and the high luminosity
(10 nb�1) Pb-Pb runs.1 For each mass point we com-
puted the expected Poisson limit [44] assuming the entire
signal falls into a bin equal to twice the mass resolution.
We also show the analogous limit from the p-p analysis
performed by CMS [22], although we find it is not com-
petitive with other LHC limits. For the BB̃ operator, the
expected limits from heavy-ion collisions are competitive
with the other collider limits, whereas for the FF̃ oper-
ator they are significantly stronger.

The existing exclusion limits come from beam dumps
[45, 46], LEPII [24] and the (p-p) LHC [36, 37]. For the
LHC three photon search, we recast the published limits
on the Higgs decay h ! aa ! 4� in [37] by rescaling the
acceptances for the cuts from the Higgs model to the case
of associated production of the ALP with a photon. (This

1

Even though the integrated luminosity is higher, the expected

limits from the p-Pb runs are not competitive due to a less favor-

able Z2

scaling of the rate. Collisions of lighter ions, e.g. Ar-Ar,

could be competitive if the integrated luminosity is increased by

two to three orders of magnitude compared to Pb-Pb.

is possible since Ref. [37] only requires three rather than
four photons.) There should also exist an LHC limit for
m

a

& 60 GeV, but with the available public information
we were not able to reliably extract it (see e.g. [38, 42, 43]
for projected limits). For the BB̃ operator we also show
the limit from Z

0 ! a� [37], which we cut o↵ at m

a

⇡ 70
GeV due to the p

�

T

> 17 GeV cut in [37].

For the mass region 50MeV–8 GeV, we derive a new
exclusion limit on the aF F̃ operator from associated pro-
duction, e

+

e

� ! �a ! 3�, by utilizing data from the
OPAL inclusive 2� search [24]. For such ALP masses
the decay photons are collimated but no explicit photon
isolation is required in [24]. This improves on previous
limits from associated production [38], which were de-
rived using LEPI data.

Below m

a

. 5 GeV the signal in Fig. 1 falls below the
trigger thresholds, and it is an interesting puzzle as to
how the reach can be extended to this regime. To fur-
ther probe this region with Pb-Pb collisions, we consid-
ered: i) an o↵-shell a would provide a new contribution
to light-by-light scattering; ii) associated production, for
example with electrons �� ! a e

+

e

�; and, iii) ALP pair-
production �� ! aa. Unfortunately, these signal cross
sections do not provide enough sensitivity compared to
existing constraints: for ⇤ = 1 TeV we find 0.004 nb,
0.2 nb and 0.01 nb, respectively.

In summary, we have found that heavy-ion collisions
at the LHC can provide the best limits on ALP-photon
couplings for 5GeV < m

a

< 100 GeV. The very large
photon flux and extremely clean event environment in
heavy-ion UPCs provides a rather unique opportunity to
search for BSM physics.
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⇤

aF F̃ in heavy-ion UPCs at the LHC (green solid and dashed curves,
for a Pb-Pb luminosity of 1 nb�1 and 10 nb�1, respectively). Shown for comparison is the limit from 36 pb�1 of exclusive p-p
collisions [22] (red dot-dash). New and updated exclusion limits from LEPII (OPAL 2�, 3�) [24] and from the LHC (ATLAS 2�,
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IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The ALP parameter space is already substantially con-
strained by cosmological and astrophysical observations,
as well as by a broad range of intensity frontier experi-
ments (see e.g. [41] for a review). In the regime of interest
for UPCs (1 GeV . m

a

. 100 GeV), the existing con-
straints however come from LEP and LHC [38, 42, 43].

In Fig. 4 we show the expected sensitivity from UPCs,
both for the current (1 nb�1) and the high luminosity
(10 nb�1) Pb-Pb runs.1 For each mass point we com-
puted the expected Poisson limit [44] assuming the entire
signal falls into a bin equal to twice the mass resolution.
We also show the analogous limit from the p-p analysis
performed by CMS [22], although we find it is not com-
petitive with other LHC limits. For the BB̃ operator, the
expected limits from heavy-ion collisions are competitive
with the other collider limits, whereas for the FF̃ oper-
ator they are significantly stronger.

The existing exclusion limits come from beam dumps
[45, 46], LEPII [24] and the (p-p) LHC [36, 37]. For the
LHC three photon search, we recast the published limits
on the Higgs decay h ! aa ! 4� in [37] by rescaling the
acceptances for the cuts from the Higgs model to the case
of associated production of the ALP with a photon. (This

1

Even though the integrated luminosity is higher, the expected

limits from the p-Pb runs are not competitive due to a less favor-

able Z2

scaling of the rate. Collisions of lighter ions, e.g. Ar-Ar,

could be competitive if the integrated luminosity is increased by

two to three orders of magnitude compared to Pb-Pb.

is possible since Ref. [37] only requires three rather than
four photons.) There should also exist an LHC limit for
m

a

& 60 GeV, but with the available public information
we were not able to reliably extract it (see e.g. [38, 42, 43]
for projected limits). For the BB̃ operator we also show
the limit from Z

0 ! a� [37], which we cut o↵ at m

a

⇡ 70
GeV due to the p

�

T

> 17 GeV cut in [37].

For the mass region 50MeV–8 GeV, we derive a new
exclusion limit on the aF F̃ operator from associated pro-
duction, e

+

e

� ! �a ! 3�, by utilizing data from the
OPAL inclusive 2� search [24]. For such ALP masses
the decay photons are collimated but no explicit photon
isolation is required in [24]. This improves on previous
limits from associated production [38], which were de-
rived using LEPI data.

Below m

a

. 5 GeV the signal in Fig. 1 falls below the
trigger thresholds, and it is an interesting puzzle as to
how the reach can be extended to this regime. To fur-
ther probe this region with Pb-Pb collisions, we consid-
ered: i) an o↵-shell a would provide a new contribution
to light-by-light scattering; ii) associated production, for
example with electrons �� ! a e

+

e

�; and, iii) ALP pair-
production �� ! aa. Unfortunately, these signal cross
sections do not provide enough sensitivity compared to
existing constraints: for ⇤ = 1 TeV we find 0.004 nb,
0.2 nb and 0.01 nb, respectively.

In summary, we have found that heavy-ion collisions
at the LHC can provide the best limits on ALP-photon
couplings for 5GeV < m

a

< 100 GeV. The very large
photon flux and extremely clean event environment in
heavy-ion UPCs provides a rather unique opportunity to
search for BSM physics.
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4
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⇤

aF F̃ in heavy-ion UPCs at the LHC (green solid and dashed curves,
for a Pb-Pb luminosity of 1 nb�1 and 10 nb�1, respectively). Shown for comparison is the limit from 36 pb�1 of exclusive p-p
collisions [22] (red dot-dash). New and updated exclusion limits from LEPII (OPAL 2�, 3�) [24] and from the LHC (ATLAS 2�,
3�) [36, 37] are indicated by the various shaded regions (see text). Right : The analogous results for the operator 1
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The LEPI, 2� (teal shaded) region is taken from [38].

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The ALP parameter space is already substantially con-
strained by cosmological and astrophysical observations,
as well as by a broad range of intensity frontier experi-
ments (see e.g. [41] for a review). In the regime of interest
for UPCs (1 GeV . m

a

. 100 GeV), the existing con-
straints however come from LEP and LHC [38, 42, 43].

In Fig. 4 we show the expected sensitivity from UPCs,
both for the current (1 nb�1) and the high luminosity
(10 nb�1) Pb-Pb runs.1 For each mass point we com-
puted the expected Poisson limit [44] assuming the entire
signal falls into a bin equal to twice the mass resolution.
We also show the analogous limit from the p-p analysis
performed by CMS [22], although we find it is not com-
petitive with other LHC limits. For the BB̃ operator, the
expected limits from heavy-ion collisions are competitive
with the other collider limits, whereas for the FF̃ oper-
ator they are significantly stronger.

The existing exclusion limits come from beam dumps
[45, 46], LEPII [24] and the (p-p) LHC [36, 37]. For the
LHC three photon search, we recast the published limits
on the Higgs decay h ! aa ! 4� in [37] by rescaling the
acceptances for the cuts from the Higgs model to the case
of associated production of the ALP with a photon. (This

1

Even though the integrated luminosity is higher, the expected

limits from the p-Pb runs are not competitive due to a less favor-

able Z2

scaling of the rate. Collisions of lighter ions, e.g. Ar-Ar,

could be competitive if the integrated luminosity is increased by

two to three orders of magnitude compared to Pb-Pb.

is possible since Ref. [37] only requires three rather than
four photons.) There should also exist an LHC limit for
m

a

& 60 GeV, but with the available public information
we were not able to reliably extract it (see e.g. [38, 42, 43]
for projected limits). For the BB̃ operator we also show
the limit from Z

0 ! a� [37], which we cut o↵ at m

a

⇡ 70
GeV due to the p

�

T

> 17 GeV cut in [37].

For the mass region 50MeV–8 GeV, we derive a new
exclusion limit on the aF F̃ operator from associated pro-
duction, e

+

e

� ! �a ! 3�, by utilizing data from the
OPAL inclusive 2� search [24]. For such ALP masses
the decay photons are collimated but no explicit photon
isolation is required in [24]. This improves on previous
limits from associated production [38], which were de-
rived using LEPI data.

Below m

a

. 5 GeV the signal in Fig. 1 falls below the
trigger thresholds, and it is an interesting puzzle as to
how the reach can be extended to this regime. To fur-
ther probe this region with Pb-Pb collisions, we consid-
ered: i) an o↵-shell a would provide a new contribution
to light-by-light scattering; ii) associated production, for
example with electrons �� ! a e

+

e

�; and, iii) ALP pair-
production �� ! aa. Unfortunately, these signal cross
sections do not provide enough sensitivity compared to
existing constraints: for ⇤ = 1 TeV we find 0.004 nb,
0.2 nb and 0.01 nb, respectively.

In summary, we have found that heavy-ion collisions
at the LHC can provide the best limits on ALP-photon
couplings for 5GeV < m

a

< 100 GeV. The very large
photon flux and extremely clean event environment in
heavy-ion UPCs provides a rather unique opportunity to
search for BSM physics.
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As far as we are aware, only place heavy 
ions can better the p-p program for BSM
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